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The Remo Denomination.
An Inquiry into the Ethnohistory
of the Ucayali Basin

Lukasz Krokoszynski

Introduction

Historical mentions of the name Remo as designating groups of people in
the Ucayali River basin reach the 17" century. Taking into consideration
accounts written by early Occidental observers, it could have been assumed
that the Remos were a large, little known group that has become extinct by
the 20" century. The territory associated with them extended on the eastern
bank of the Ucayali River over a vast area contained between the contem-
porary Amawaka Indians to the south and the Matses to the north. It was
only natural for ethnographers and linguists to consider the Remo (Remu,
Rhemu, Rheno, Remoauca) a single ethnic-linguistic unit or a tribe [e.g.,
Tessmann 1930; Steward & Métraux 1948; Whiton et al 1964; Loukotka
1968; Erikson 1994]. Entering the ethnographic literature as such, they
have more recently been classified among such groups as Kapanawa, Ma-
rubo, Katukina, Poyanawa and Sensi in the “Pano medianos” category
[Erikson 1992, 1993, 1994], as a “missing link” between the Jurud Purus
Panoans (e.g., Amawaka) and the Mayoruna Panoans (e.g., Matses) [Erik-
son 1999: 50].

However, in the majority of cases the only link between all Remos was
denomination itself. The only other common characteristic was their inter-

































































































































